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SERMON. 


John  13,  11. 

THE  CUP  WHICH  MY  FAtHEB  HATH  GIVEN  MK,  SHALL  I  NOT  DKINK  IT  ? 

It  is  no  matter  of  uncertainty  with  us,  my  brethren, 
that  one  supreme  Being  exists, — that  he  occupies  the 
throne  of  the  universe,  and  directs  in  the  events  and 
government  of  this  world.  Other  individuals,  in  differ- 
ent circumstances,  and  in  other  ages,  may  have  doubt- 
ed, or  denied  these  plain  and  primary  truths  in  religion. 
They  had  no  Book  of  God — no  instruction  in  Chris- 
tianity— no  example  of  Christ — no  light  shining  on 
them  from  heaven.  If,  in  these  p.ircumstances,  they  re- 
garded themselves,  in  any  sense,  as  **  pilgrims  and 
strangers"  on  the  earth ;  yet,  evidently,  they  lived  and 
died  in  total  ignorance  both  of  their  origin  And  their 
destiny.  They  knew  not  God.  Although  they  were,  in 
the  fullest  sense,  the  "  workmanship"  of  his  hand, 
"  fearfully  and  v/onderfully  made  ;"  still,  the  ageacy 
which  formed  them  was  beyond  the  limit  of  their  dis- 
covery, and  above  the  reach  of  their  faith.  God  was 
not  in  all  their  thoughts.  They  did  not  trace  their  ori- 
gin to  the  Creator,  nor  learn  the  relation  in  which  they 
stood  to  the  Almight)'. 

Their  vision  was  limited  also  by  the  grave.  What- 
ever they  might  desire  and  hope  for,  they  knew  noth- 
ing, definitely  and  distinctly,  of  immortality, — of  those 
glorious  and  fearful  realities  which  pertain  to  judgment 
and  eternity.  When  they  were  following  each  other  to 
the  tomb,  and  standing  in  the  "  dust  of  death,"  they 
did  not  even  suspect  there  was  to  be  a  resurrection  of 
the  dead,  and  another  and  an  eternal  life.  No  such 
event  was  apprehended.  They  felt  only,  that  the  dark- 
ness of  the  grave  was  perfect^  and  apprehended  only, 
that  it  was  endless. 

Neither  did  they  comprehend,  nor  believe  the  doc- 
trine of  divine  Providence  in  this  world.  They  did  not 
perceive  its  necessity,  nor    understand  its  principles^ 


nor  estimate  its  design,  nor  discover  its  glory.  To  them>. 
all  was  accident,  or  it  was  fate.  In  either  case,  the 
practical  effect  was  the  same.  There  was  no  resting; 
place  for  the  mind, — nothing  which  constituted  the 
foundation  of  a  permanent  and  an  enlightened  faith, — 
nothing,  which  could  excite  in  tlie  heart,  either  sub- 
mission, or  veneration,  or  love. 

And  yet,  their  life  had  sorrows  like  our  life.  They 
liad  the  infirmities  of  nature — the  diseases  of  the  body,, 
and  the  disappointments  of  t^ie  world  to  contend  with. 
They  lived  as  we  do,  amid  the  ravages  of  death,  and 
passed  on  as  wc  do,  through  the  desolations  of  time, 
until  their  bodies  found  a  rest  in  the  grave,  and  their 
spirits  awoke  in  eternity,  unexpectedly,  and  in  surprise. 

All  that  is  peculiar  in  our  situation,  may  be  regard- 
ed as  the  result  of  Revelation,  operating,  at  the  same 
time,  upon  our  privileges — our  characters,  and  our 
bopes.  If  we  have  pur  woes,  v\e  have  their  remedy. 
If  we  are  born  to  die,  it  is  on  the  very  spot  where  "  life 
and  immortality  are  brought  to  light  by  the  gospel." 
If  we  must  surrender  our  connexions,  and  experience 
the  convulsion  which  nature  feels  when  the  dearest  ties 
of  life  are  broken,  O  it  is  our  consolation  to  know,  that 
we  surrender  them  at  th«  call  of  God,  and  that  we  may 
stand  by  their  departure  and  their  tomb,  and  hold  com- 
munion with  Him  who  is  the  **  Resurrection  and  the 
Life.'^ 

It  is  to  he  remembered,  in  all  our  deepest  trials  and 
under  all  our  heaviest  sufferings,  that  we  have  a  pat- 
tern of  submission  in  the  gospel,  and  a  sufficient  Helper 
in  the  Lord  Jesus.  You  have  heard  of  Jesus  and  of  his 
sufferings  in  the  garden.  I  need  not  repeat  the  facts.  I 
need  not  attempt  a  description  of  the  scene.  Who,  that 
has  read  his  Bible,  has  not  shed  his  tears  on  the  page- 
which  contains  the  record  ?  Mark  one  thing :  It  was 
amid  these  trials,  and  when  the  measure  of  suffering 
was  full,  that  Jesus  said  to  Peter,  the  cup  which  my 
Father  hath  given  me,  shall,  1  not  drink  it  ? 
Such  is  our  pattern  in  Christ. 

I  am  aware,  my  brethren,  that  the  example  in  the 
text  was  given  us  to  be  imitated,  and  is  proper,  in 
all  ages,  for  the  disciples,     I  feel  that  this  language  is 


peculiarly  right  and  impressive,  standing*  where  we  do^ 
and  mingling  as  we  must^  in  that  burst  of  tenderness 
and  of  sorrow,  which  so  depresses  this  assembly,  and 
overwhelms  this  hour.  Death  has  made  an  appeal 
which  has  been  answered  to.  Our  Sister  and  our 
most  valued  friend  has  hasted  away,  and,  we  trust,  is 
now  at  home,  and  forever  at  rest.  She  died  as  in  a 
night  and  departed  as  in  an  hour*.  O  it  is  an  appeal 
of  death  which  rings  in  every  ear,  and  is  felt  by  every 
iieart.  Another  house  is  hung  with  mourning,  and 
filled  with  darkness  and  grief. 

We  look  to  your  beloved  Pastor,  the  afflicted  partner 
of  the  recent  dead,  and  to  those  children  who  are 
motherless  7iow,  and  to  all  this  mourning  family,  with 
no  other  feelings  but  those  of  sympathy  and  affection. 
But  all  that  we  can  do  will  not  mitigate  a  pang,  nor 
wipe  a  tear. 

I  remember,  when  Jesus  met  the  mourners  in  the 
streets,  how  he  caught  away  their  attention  from  the 
^cene  before  them,  and  fixed  it  on  the  resurrection — 
on  the  judgment — on  eternity  and  on  heaven.  The 
course  was  a  proper  one,  and  it  was  effectual.  This 
hour,  indeed,  is  one  of  darkness ;  and  thick,  impene- 
trable ^'  clouds"  are  round  about  our  God,  but,  beyond 
it,  is  light,  and  above  them,  is  perfect  day.  O  yes  ! 
^^  Righteousness  and  judgment  are  the  habitation  of  his 
throne."     The  cup,  then,  which  my  Father  hath 

GIVEN  ME,  SHALL  I  NOT  DRINK  IT? 

With  respect  to  the  phraseology  of  the  text,  it  may 
he  pertinent  to  remark  here,  that,  the  cup  in  scriptural 
language,  is  a  term,  used  in  a  great  variety  of  senses. 
It  is  often  used  in  its  literal  sense,  to  denote  a  small 
vessel,  in  common,  domestic  use.  It  is  put  figuratively, 
for  the  thing  contained  in  it.  Thus  it  is  used  in  the 
language  of  the  sacramental  supper.  He  took  the  cup, 
^'  The  cup  of  blessing  which  we  bless,  is  it  not  the  com- 
munion of  the  blood  of  Christ  ?"  It  is  used  also  to  de- 
note the  sum  of  God's  mercies.  '^  I  will  take  the  cup 
of  salvation,  and  call  on  the  name  of  the  Lord."  It  is 
used  in  reference  to  the  displeasure  of  God  against  the 

*  Mrs.  Clary  was  in  usual  health,  attending  to  the  duti«s  in  her  family,  bat 

one  week  prior  to  her  death. 


unfaithfulness  of  the  church,  and  against  tlie  wicked- 
'*  Awake,  awake,  stand  up,  O  Jerusalem,  which  hast 
drunk  at  the  hand  of  the  Lord,  the  cup  of  his  fury  : 
thou  hast  drunk  the  dregs  of  the  cup  of  trembling,  and 
wrung  them  out.''  It  is  used  in  the  same  sense  in  res- 
pect to  the  wicked.  "For  in  the  hand  of  the  Lord,  there 
is  a  cup,  and  the  wine  is  red  ;  it  is  full  of  mixture,  and 
he  poureth  out  the  same  ;  but  the  dregs  thereof,  all  the 
wicked  of  the  earth  shall  wring  them  out,  and  drink 
them."  It  is  used  by  Christ  to  denote  a.  fulness  of  suf- 
fering and  affliction.  ^*  If  it  be  possible,  let  this  cup 
pass  from  me.''  And  again,  The  cup  which  my  Fa- 
ther HATH  GIVEN  ME,     SHALL    I    NOT  DRINK   IT?  We 

need  not  misunderstand,  and  we  would  not  misapply 
the  signification  of  the  term.  It  is  plain  and  full  of 
meaning. 

The  sentiment  to  be  derived  from  the  text,  is  this  ; 

THAT  ALL  OUR  AFFLICTION:?,  IN  THIS  LIFK,  ARE  TO  BE 
SUSTAINED. 

Here  let  me  ask,  what  constitutes  an  affliction  ?  It  is 
an  event  in  Providence,  which  takes  away  something 
from  our  privileges,  or  from  our  usefulness,  or  from  our 
felicity.  It  maj  be  a  disappointment  in  prosperity — it 
may  be  a  disease, — it  may  be  the  death  of  a  friend,  or 
a  companion  ;  if  it  diminish  our  means  of  being  useful 
and  happy,  it  is,  certainly,  an  affliction. 

In  every  estimate  of  our  afflictions,  two  things  are 
to  be  considered.  We  are  to  consider  the  loss  which 
we  have  actually  experienced,  and,  above  this,  we  are 
to  consider  the^ hand  which  has  inflicted  it.  In  a  given 
instance,  and,  especially,  in  the  one  which  has  summon- 
ed us  to  this  sanctuary  and  to  these  solemnities,  it  will 
not  be  easy  to  estimate  the  real  loss  which  death  has  so 
suddenly  occasioned  to  an  afflicted  family,  and  to  this 
church  and  community  in  affliction.  I  look  to  that  mel- 
ancholy house  from  which  we  came.  A  few  days  since, 
prosperity  was  there — health  was  there — peace  was 
there,  and  cheerfulness  and  happiness  and  hope.  The 
domestick  community  was  unbroken,  and  what  is 
more,  it  was  blessed.  But,  I  look  again,  and  how  ab- 
solute, and  how  great  the  change  I  I  see  this  miiiister 


of  God,  ancl  this  man  of  mucli  disappointment  and  of 
many  sorrows,  leading  iiis  little  children  to  the  Imrial 
of  their  raother.  I  need  add  nothinic^  to  these  fiicts. 
Who  does  not  feel  the  loss,  in  this  aflliction,  to  be  ir- 
reparable ? 

But,  there  is  another  thing,  in  estimating  our  par- 
ticular losses  in  affliction  ;  it  is  not  right,  and  it  will  not 
do  to  dwell  on  them  in  the  abstract ;  we  must  view  them 
by  comparison,  and  in  connexion  with  all  the  attend- 
ing circumstances.  Take  the  instance  of  affliction  which 
has  been  given,  and  is  before  us.  We  know,  indeed, 
how  much  in  a  companion  and  in  a  mother  has  been 
taken  away.  Yet,  to  a  man  whose  living  is,  to  dogood-^ 
to  a  minister  of  Christ,  and  a  christian  father,  how 
much  is  left!  His  children — his  church —his  people, 
with  all  their  tender  sympathies,  and  his  hopes  laid  up 
in  heaven,  are  left.  It  Avill  not  do  to  complain.  0  it 
would  be  wrong  to  despair. 

And  still,  there  is  another  attending  circumstance  In 
the  case  under  consideration.  Our  departed  friend  did 
not  leave  her  family  without  having  done  her  duty  in 
it.  No.  To  her  husband  she  had  been  faithful.  She 
liad  kept  her  sacred  covenant,  and  fullilled  her  holy 
vow.  Her  children  she  had  dedicated  to  God, — she 
had  taught  them  religion — she  had  blessed  them  with 
her  kindness — -her  counsel  and  her  prayers.  O  yes  : 
she  had  finished  her  day,  and  her  work  was  done. 
If  her  time  was  come,  who  will  say  it  was  not  her 
right  and  her  privilege  to  go,  and  be  with  her  Redeem- 
er, and  obtain  her  reward  ?  Such  things  are  to  be 
thought  of  and  considered,  in  estimating  the  loss  in  this 
affliction. 

But,  in  our  estimate  of  afflictions,  we  are  to  look  be- 
yond the  particular  loss  which  is  experienced,  to  the 
hand  which  inflicts  it«  Our  trouble  springs  not  from 
the  dust,  but  is  the  result  of  a  divine  appointment  and 
a  divine  agency.  We  are  to  meditate  well  the  simple 
fact  in  this  case.  How  it  serves  to  calm  the  mind — to 
silence  our  suspicions—  to  hush  our  fears — to  elevate 
our  views — to  strengthen  our  faith— to  give  impression 
and  seriousness  and  power  to  all  those  trials  which  we 
must  go  through.     If  there  be  an   appointment  from 


%jod.  in  our  afflictions^,  and  an  agency  from  Him,  theM 
there  is  a  foundation  for  faith,  and  a  reason  for  sub- 
mission. It  is  thefact,  and  th-Qperfocton  of  His  will. 
*^  Even  so  Father,  for  so  it  seemeth  good  in  thy  sight.''' 
^*  Let  Him  do  what  seemeth  Him  good."  It  is  t\\Q  ap- 
propriate language  in  all  adversity. 

In  estimating  our  afflictions,  we  are  to  look  also  into 
the  moral  reasons  for  their  appointment.  It  is  not  true 
of  our  God,  that  he  takes  delight  in  the  sufferings  of 
his  creatures,  considered  in  the  abstract  and  by  them- 
selves. No  affliction  entered  Eden  till  it  was  polluted, 
and  there  will  be  none  in  heaven.  ^^  God  does  not  af- 
flict willingly,  ncr  grieve  the  children  of  men."  No. 
Judgment  is  his  ^' strange  w^ork," — his  rightful,  but  pe- 
culiar operation.  It  is  when  we  consider  the  utility 
of  afflictions,  that  we  discover,  in  the  providence  of 
God,  the  moral  reasons  for  their  appointment.  They 
are  to  be  regarded  as  a  part  of  that  government  and 
discipline,  which  the  Deity  has  instituted,  to  reveal 
his  character — to  express  his  displeasure  at  sin — to 
give  a  religious  impression  in  our  world,  asd  to  rescue 
our  fallen  race  from  their  guilt  and  their  miseries. 

And,  with  respect  to  the  children  of  God,  they  have 
experienced  something  of  this  high  instrumentality  and 
this  holy  influence.  Their  afflictions  exert  a  power  ia 
the  divine  process  of  sanetification,  and  hold  a  com- 
manding influence  in  the  affair  of  salvation, — in  bring- 
ing them  nearer  to  God,  and  in  fitting  them  for  heaven. 
Afflictions  rightly  estimated  and  improved,  produce  a 
most  salutary  influence  upon  christian  character,  which 
is  known  by  its  firmness  and  its  purity. 

Abraham  and  Lot  and  Moses  had  their  great  and  pe- 
culiar afflictions.  So  had  Job  and  David  and  the  proph- 
ets. It  was  owing,  partly,  to  the  influence  which  they 
exerted  upon  these  men,  that  their  religious  character 
Wiis  raised  to  such  a  moral  elevation,  that  it  might  be 
seen,  both  from  heaven  and  on  earth.  If  they  did  not 
go  to  heaven,  like  Elijah,  in  a  chariot  of  fire,  yet,  they 
ascended  in  a  course  of  tribulation,  and  left  a  moral 
light,  shiningfrom  their  character  onthis  world,  which 
lias  been  increasing  in  brightness  and  in  glory,  from  age 
to  aG;e,   TiiUil  no~d\  andean  nev^rh^  extinguished. 


And,  wTiat  were  the  afflictions  of  the  apostles,  and 
what  was  their  moral  influence?  Would  the  character 
of  Paul  have  been  what  it  was,  without  the  fire  in 
which  it  was  refined  ?  I  do  not  undervalue  the  effect  of 
truth,  nor  the  effect  of  ordinances,  nor  the  influences  of 
the  Spirit,  in  the  work  of  sanctificatiou  I  only-con- 
tend,  that  affliction  is  a  co-worker  in  this  mighty  process. 
If  Paul  had  not  been  afflicted,  I  am  aware,  that  a  vast 
proportion  of  his  character  v;ould  never  have  been 
seen,  and  much  of  it,  probabl}'^,  would  never  have  ex- 
isted. It  was  his  tpial  in  the  furnace  of  this  w^orld's  af- 
flictions, which  gave,  to  his  character,  its  finishing 
touches,  and  which  prepared  him  to  depart  for  heav- 
en, with  such  composure  and  with  such  assurance,  and 
to  leave,  as  he  went  up,  an  impression,  so  deep  and 
lasting  in  every  world. 

We  might  show  the  utility  of  afflictions,  by  examin- 
ing other  characters  in  the  Scriptures,  and  other  indi- 
viduals in  the  world.  I  might  speak  of  the  martyrs, 
in  every  age,  who  have  suffered  for  the  testimony  of  God 
and  the  w  itness  of  Jesus.  I  might  speak  of  the  Puritans^ 
who  gave  a  character  to  our  own  New-England, — ^who 
subdued  our  forests,  and  planted  our  churches,  and  who 
went  up,  from  the  howlings  of  our  own  wilderness,  into 
heaven.  I  might  name  a  host  of  Missionary  charac- 
ters. Such  were  Eliot  and  Braineud  and  Martyn 
and  Mills  ;  and,  if  I  may  name  a  female,  such  w^as 
Harriet  Newell.  Who,  that  knows  the  history  of 
these  individuals,  has  nt)t  remarked  the  salutary  influ- 
uence  of  their  afflictions  upon  their  character  arid  their 
life. 

But,  we  are  not  dependent  for  our  conclusions  upon 
the  analysis  of  particular  characters.  We  appeal  to 
higher  testimony.  The  question  has  been  asked 
in  heaven ;  "what  are  these  which  are  arrayed  in  white 
robes  ?  and  w^hence  came  they  ?  and  I  said  unto  him 
Sir,  thou  knowest.  And  he  said  to  me.  These  are  they 
which  came  out  of  great  tribulation,  and  ha\^  w^ashed 
their  robes,  and  made  them  white  in  the  blood  of  the 
Lamb."  ^*  77z£T<?/or^;'' mark  the  expression;  ''  There- 
fore are  they  before  the  throne  of  God,  and  serve  him 
day  and  night  in  his  temple  ;  and  he  that  sitteth  on  the 
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throne,  shall  dwell  among  them.  They  shall  hunger 
no  more,  neither  thirst  any  more,  neither  shall  the  sun 
light  on  them,  nor  any  heat.  For  the  Lamb,  which  is 
in  the  midst  of  the  throne,  shall  feed  them, and  shall  lead 
them  unto  living  fountains  of  water  :  and  God  shall  w  ipe 
away  all  tears  from  their  eyes.''*  With  such  testimo- 
ny before  us,  the  entire  subject  is  at  rest.  The  ??ioral 
reasons  for  those  afflictions,  which  have  an  influence  so 
salutary  in  this  world,  and  an  end  so  full  of  gloiy  in 
heaven,  are  sufficient,  and  must  be  satisfactory. 

In  illustrating  the  sentiment  raised  from  the  text, 
I  shall  insist  upon  but  one  point  more.  Our  afflictions, 
if  they  terminate  in  the  results  which  have  been  stated, 
must  be  rightly  and  religiously  improved.  That  improve- 
ment only  is  right,  which  religion  sanctions — which 
duty  and  God  demand.  To  such  an  improvement,  it  is 
necessary  that  we  meet  our  afflictions  with  submission 
and  with  faith.  It  is  our  duty  to  do  so,  if  we  regard  the 
honour  of  our  Creator,  or  our  own  best  good.  Added 
to  this,  we  must  meet  them  with  contrition  and  humili- 
ty. They  teach  us  not  that  we  are  greater  sinners  than 
other  men  ;  but,  that  we  are  sinners  in  need  of  par- 
don and  grace  from  God. 

We  should  meet  them  also  with  resolution  and  firm- 
ness. There  is  no  degree  of  suffering  in  this  world, 
at  vchich,  we  must,  of  necessity,  despair.  We  can  go 
to  God  for  help,  and  his  promises  and  his  presence  are 
sufficient  to  relieve  the  mind. 

"  How  can  I  sink  v/ith  such  a  prop 
'^  As  my  eternal  God  ?" 

We  should  meet  them,  finally,  with  patience  and  with 
hope.  It  is  enough  to  fortify  our  patience,  if  they  be 
useful,and  if  they  be  temporary ;  and,surely,  it  is  enough 
to  inspire  our  hope,  if  they  are  to  be  overcome,  and 
if  the  victory  is  near.  Oh !  who  shall  separate  us  from 
the  love  of  Christ?  Shall  tribulation  or  distress,  or  per- 
secution, or  famine,  or  nakedness,  or  peril,  or  sword  ? 
Nay,  in  all  these  things  we  are  more  that  conquer- 
ors through  him  who  loved  us.     For,  I  am  persuaded, 

*Rev.  7, 13,  14,15,  16,  17.  v 
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that  neither  (leath,nor  life,  nor  angels,  nor  principalities, 
nor  powers,  nor  things  present,  nor  things  to  xome, 
nor  height,  nor  depth,  nor  any  other  creature,  shall  be 
able  to  separate  us  from  the  love  of  God,  which  is  in 
Christ  Jesus  our  Lord.''*  With  this  hope,  and  this 
assurance,  we  need  not  despair :  We  can  meet  our 
afflictions,  and  go  through  them.  The  cup  which  my 
Father  hath  given  me,  shall  I  not  drink  it? 

But,  I  must  bring  the  discussion  to  the  occasion  on 
which  we  are  assembled,  and  to  that  circle  of  f^fflicted 
Relatives  who  have  come  here  to  pay  their  last  respects 
to  a  departed  friend,  and  to  supplicate  a  blessing  from 
God.  The  occasion  itself  oppresses  me.  I  think  how 
much  of  goodness  and  of  usefulness,  in  the  person  of 
the  deceased  has  been  taken  away.  Her  character 
was  a  combination  of  what  is  amiable  and  judicious 
and  lovely  in  human  nature.  Her  mind  was  finely  bal- 
anced,— well  furnished,  and  well  regulated.  She  was 
modest  and  unassuming,  and  yet,  she  possessed  digni- 
ty with  decision  of  character.  She  had  nothing  of  ex- 
travagance. Her  passions  were  under  the  control  of 
judgment  and  of  christian  principle.  Her  natural  char- 
acter was  distinguished  by  an  uniform  temperament  of 
feeling,  and  by  consistency. 

Added  to  all  this,  she  had  been  taught  in  the  school 
of  Christ,t  and  had  made  commendable  proficiency  as 
a  disciple.  Her  religion  was  practical,  but  efficient. 
It  dwelt  in  all  her  affections —  directed  all  her  pur- 
suits,— shone  in  all  her  character,  and  left  its  impres- 
sion and  its  glory  on  all  her  life.  She  occupied  a  star 
tion  of  high  responsibility  in  her  family  and  in  the 
church,  and  it  is  enough  when  I  say,  she  filled  it  with 
dignity  to  herself,  and  with  honour  to  her  religion  and 
her  sex.  Her  memorial  is  on  earth,  and  her  record  on 
high.  I  will  not  descend,  my  brethren,  more  minutely^ 
into  the  delineation  of  her  character,  for  the  original  is 
before  you,  and  whosoever  will,  may  read  it.  It  is  all 
finished,  and  she  has  gone  to  her  account  and  her  great 
reward. 

My  afflicted  Brother  :  I  know  your  cup  of  sor- 
row is  full.     A  drop  will   make  it    overflow.     In  thii^ 

•  Rom.  8.  35,  87,  88,  89.        t  See  notices  at  the  en^. 
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situation,  I  might  ask  you,  are  you  Tvilling  to  die  ?  an«f 
test  your  submission  by  the  inquiry.  But,  I  am  induc- 
ed to  propose  another,  and  a  different  question.  Ar6 
you  willing  to  live?  With  such  a  portion  of  yourskLf 
in  the  grave,  can  you  survive  it?  Simple  nature  may 
feel  the  desire  to  go  too.  But,  you  will  look  on  youi'' 
children— on  your  people, — on  your  ministry,  knd  your 
work  which  is  yet  unfinished,  and  decide.  In  a  highel' 
isense,  you  will  look  to  God.  Can  you  bear  these  trials? 
Yes,  my  Brother,  you  can  bear  them  in  Jesuit  Cjttist. 
He  will  strengthen  you,  and  give  you  consolation. 

The  little  Children,  who  are  so  full  of  grief,  I  kave 
.for  your  instructibii,  and  commend  them  to  your  care. 
May  the  blessing  of  the  God  of  Abraham  come  on  you, 
and  your  children  forever. 

Here  too  are  the  sorrows  of  other  Relatives  over  an 
affectionate  Sister,  and  a  beloved  Child.  Need  I  say, 
that  the  place  of  her  early  sepulchre  has  long  beeii 
consecrated,  in  their  minds,  by  a  thousand  tender  and 
moving  associations.  She  will  sleep  by  a  mother's 
grave,*  and  wake  with  her  at  the  resurrection  of  the 
dead.  May  they  be  comforted,  iii  this,  and  in  all  their 
iafllictions,  until  they  meet  each  other  in  the  kingdom 
of  God. 

There  is  an  application  of  tljis  Providence  to  the 
Church  and  People,  and  to  this  assembly.  Bk  ye 
ALSO  READY.  To  One  description  of  persons  present, 
the  appeal  is  tremendous,  and  full  of  power.  The  de- 
ceased was  a  Youthful  vcvoiher,  and  surrounded  by  Lit- 
tle Children.  Are  there  hot  others  in  the  same  coii- 
idition?  She  had  dedicated  her  children  in  baptism, 
and  by  prayer.  Her  work,  it  seems,  was  aotie.  O  ye 
inothers.  Is  it  thus  with  you  ?  Are  t/ou  ready?  And 
can  1/ou  die  ?  *^  In  such  a  day,  or  in  such  an  hour  as  ye 
think  not,  the  Son  of  man  cometh."  Who,  then,  is 
wise?  Oh  !  who  is  safe  ?  "  Blessed  are  those  servants^ 
whom  the  Lord  when  He  cometh,  shall  find  watching,: 
and  if  he  shall  come  in  the  secojid  wa,tch,  or  come  in  the 
third  watch,  and  find  them  so,  blessed  are  those  Srer- 
yants.''     Amen. 

•  Madam  Fabras,  the  motlier  of  Mrs.  C,  wliile  on  a  visit  at  Dovcrvin  the 
Spring  of  1 8 1 7,  after  a  sliort  illness,  died'at  the  house  of  ReV.  Mr.  Claf^,  «"nd  her 
remains,  attended  by  her  friends,  were  deposited  in  tlie  jfJubliclc  burying,  grouncf 
m  that  place. 


lilOUl^ai?lllCMi  XOTlClEi^. 


Mrs.  Anna  F.  Clahy,  whose  sudden  and  lamented 
death,  has  been  noticed  in  tlie  preceding  discourse, 
was  born  at  New-IpsAvich,  Nov.  22^  1791.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  the  Hon.  Timothy  Farrar  of  that  town. 
In  her  infancy,  she  was  dedicated  to  God  by  her  parents,^ 
and  during  childhood  and  youth,  was  favoured  with 
such  literary,  moral,  and  religious  privileges  as  eotild 
be  furnished  in  her  native  town.  Her  domestic  edu- 
cation, it  may  be  presumed,  was  of  the  first  order,  and 
exerted  a  powerful  influence  in  forming  her  character, 
and  in  qualifying  her  to  act,  with  so  much  discretion 
and  efficiency,  in  the  place  which  Divine  Providence 
had  designed  her  to  fill  in  this  short  life. 

She  uniformly  clie«^ished  the  highest  respect  for  her 
parents,  and  cheerfully  yielded  herself  to  the  guidance 
of  their  instruction  and  their  wishes.  She  was  ever 
dutiful  as  a  child,  prompt  obedience  to  parental  disci- 
pline,  in  all  its  fullness  and  in  all  its  forms,  constitutes 
the  first  ftpe  glory  of  her  character. 

As  we  approach  the  maturity  of  her  youthful  char- 
acter, we  come  ts  the  beginnings  of  her  religious  histo- 
I'y.  She  iiad  early  been  taught  in  the  doctrines  of 
grace,  and  she  fully  believed  them.  Under  the  age  of 
20,  she  entertained  the  hope  of  an  interest  in  Christ, 
and  united  with  the  church  in  her  native  town.  The 
following  account  of  her  religious  exercises,  at  that 
time,  is  extracted  from  her  papers.  '^  i  have,  for  seve- 
ral years,  supposed  religion  to  be  indispensably  neces- 
sary, and  could  by  no  meaas  justify  myself  in  the  ne- 
glect of  it.  Since  I  passed  the  age  at  which  my 
Brother  and  Sister  made  a  profession,  I  have  discov- 
ered more  enmity  in  my  heart  toward  God  than  before. 
1  was  entirely  dissatisfied  that  he  did  not  bestow  his 
"grace  on  me  as  early  as  on  them.  It  was  a  most  cutting 
eflfiction  that  ray  heart  was  more  obstinate  than  theirs;;. 
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1  could  not  reconcile  myself  to  the  idea.  Nevertheless, 
I  found,  I  had  no  disposition  to  be  holy,  and  not  one  ac- 
tion in  th?!  course  of  ray  life,  to  have  been  influenced  by 
love  to  God,  who  had  been  continually  showering 
blessings  upon  me.  I  was  at  length  brought  to  feel 
myself  the  chief  of  sinners,  and  to  see  my  ruined  con- 
dition while  out  of  Christ,  and  thought  I  could  pro- 
nounce God  just  in  instantly  placing  me  beyond  the 
hope  of  mercy.  But,  yet,  I  had  no  heart  to  humble 
myself  before  him.  I  v^^as,  however,  resohed,  it  should 
be  my  constant  prayer,  that  my  will  might  be  subdu- 
ed—that  I  might  more  sensibly  feel  the  need  of  a  Sav- 
iour, and  a  willingness  to  accept  him  in  the  Avay  he  is 
oflered.  I  trust  1  have  since  seen,  that  it  is  good  to 
draw  nigh  to  God,  and  humble  myself  before  him.  I 
have  found  more  satisfaction  in  it,  than  in  any  thing  I 
ever  experienced,  or  ever  imagined.'^ 

Such  is  the  beginning  of  her  christian  experience  as 
recorded  by  herself.  It  is  an  honest  record  of  the  hu- 
man heart — of  true  conviction,  and  of  spiritual  peace. 
How  like  the  very  work  of  God  in  the  conversion  of 
sinners  ! 

As  to  her  piety,  it  may  be  remarked,  she  consid- 
ered religion  a  solemn  transaction  with  God.  The  fol- 
lowing paper,  dated  Aug.  31,  1812,  and  discovered  af- 
ter her  decease,  is  entitled  "  A  covenant  with  god," 
and  signed  with  her  own  name.  *' Incomprehensible 
Being  !  who  searches  the  heart — who  knows  my  sin- 
cerity, and  that  mythoughts  are  all  unveiled  to  thee  !  I 
am  surrounded  with  thy  glory.  Thou  art  present, 
though  invisible!  Thou  art  witness  to  this  solemn 
transaction  I  am  now  engaged  in.  I  am  nov/  tak- 
ing hold  of  thy  strength  that  I  might  make  peace  with 
thee.  With  the  most  thankful  sincerity,  I  take  hold  of 
this  covenant,  as  it  is  more  fully  manifested  and  ex- 
plained by  Jesus  Christ;  and  humbly  accepting  thy 
proposals,  I  bind  myself  to  thee  by  a  sacred,  and  ever- 
lasting obligation.  I  do  hereby  ratify  the  articles 
which  were  made  for  me  in  my  baptism,  in  the  ivame  of 
the  Father,  the  Son  and  the  Holy  Spirit.  I  religious- 
ly devote  myself  to  thy  service,  and  entirely  submit  to 
<;.hy  f^overtimenl,     I  renounce  the  glories   and  vanities 
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4i  the  world,  and  choose  thee  as  my  happiness,  my  su- 
preme felicity,  and  my  everlasting  portion.  Deny,  or 
give  me  v^rhat  thou  pleasest,  I  will  not  repine  while  my 
principal  treasure  is  secure  ;  a  determination,  which^ 
by  divine  grace,  I  will  never  retract.  Oh  !  thou,  by 
whose  power  alone  I  stand,  "  put  thy  fear  in  my  heart, 
that  I  may  never  depart  from  thee.''  Let  not  the 
world  with  all  its  flatteries,  nor  death,  nor  hell  with  all 
their  terrors,  force  me  to  violate  this  vow.  Oh !  let 
me  never  live  to  abandon  thee,  nor  draw  the  impious 
breath  that  would  deny  thee.  And  now,  surrounding 
angels  witness  for  me,  that  I  solemnly  devote  all  the 
powers  and  faculties  of  my  soul  to  thy  service,  and 
when  I  presumptuously  employ  any  of  the  advantages 
thou  hast  given  me  to  thy  dishonour,  let  them  testify 
against  me  ;  and  let  my  own  words  condemn  me."  Will 
it  be  pretended,  that  a  mind  accustomed  to  such  services 
in  religion,  can  ever  be  wanting  in  sensibility  to  the 
subject?  It  is,  indeed,  a  covenant  with  god,  a  trans- 
action, most  solemn  in  its  nature,  and,  surely,  of  the 
highest  religious  influence. 

But  her  piety  did  not  consist  fnerely  in  her  covenant  5 
she  maintained,  habitually,  a  life  of  devotion,  and  was 
much  in  prayer.     This  was   a  fact  well  known  to  her 
most  intimate  friends.   In  a  short  diary  written  in  1812, 
and  found  among  her  papers,  there  is  much  of  true  de- 
votion— of  deep  and  ardent  feeling.     The  following  is* 
an  extract.     ^'  Monday  morning,  April  27.     I  would 
lift  up  my  soul  in  humble  prayer  to  God  to  protect  me 
this  day,  and  teach   me  myself^  and  give  me  enlarged 
viev^rs  of  Him,  and  enlighten  ray  understanding  to  be- 
hold divine  things.     I  pray  to  have  right  views  of  sin. 
May  I  be  sensible  of  its  ill  desert,  and  the  infinite  mer- 
ey  of  God  in  the  redemption  of  sinners.     I  pray  to  have 
new  desires  after  God — to  pant  after  him  as  the  hart 
panteth  after  the  water  brooks.  I  would  seek  him  more 
and  more,  and  may  I  never  rest  satisfied  short  of  com- 
plete resignation  to  his  holy  will."     Such  is  the  spirit 
which  breathes  in  this  short  diary. 

One  other  fact  deserves  particular  notice.     She  was 
remarkable  in  formino'  a  correct  estimate  of  her  own 


(i|xliibked,  from  the  beginning,  the  ftiilness  and  maturi/ 
conduct,  and  in  passing  a  severe  scrutiny  on  her  owa 
actions.  AH  who  knew  her^  must  acknowledge,  that 
she  was  distinguished  iov  discreetness  in  conversation. 
It  may  even  be  doubted  whether  she  was  ever  heard  to 
speak  unkindly  of  any  one.  She  kept  the  "  door  of 
ier  lips''  with  peculiar  strictness  and  diligence.  The 
following  extract  from  her  diary  will  show  how. 

^'  April  12.  Did  not  bridle  ray  tongue  as  I  ought. 
Felt  a  spirit  to  pray,  and  praise  God.  Was  in  hopes 
to  make  ray  faults  this  day  a  mark  to  steer  by  the  next. 

"  April  13.  Though  I  have  bridled  my  tongue,  I 
liave  not  kept  my  heart  with  all  diligence.  The  work- 
iiigs  of  my  evil  nature  will  discover  itself  in  some  shape 
or  other.  I  was  in  hopes  this  morning,  that  1  should 
30  trust  in  God  as  to  serve  him  better  than  ever  ;  but, 
3,las  !  how  faint  are  my  best  endeavours — how  imperfect 
my  most  perfect  services  !  I  am,  in  every  way  in  which 
X.  see  myself,  forced  to  adopt  the  publican's  prayer, 
God  be  merciful  to  me  a  sinner.''^  Her  prudence  and  dis- 
creetness in  conversation,  was,  unquestionably,  with  all 
her  excellencies  about  iier,  the  most/>er/c'<?#  virtue  in  her 
character.  Yet,  such  were  her  own  views  and  feelings 
touclung  this  very  subject.  How  many  of  the  mise- 
ries in  community  V\'ould  be  done  away,  if  every  charac- 
ter was  matured,  on  this  point,  by  such  a  process  and 
such  a  discipline ! 

But,  much  as  these  extracts  must  be  interesting,  and 
much  as  they  may  be  useful,  it  is  felt,  that  they  must  be 
used,  in  these  notices,  with  much  caution.  They  were 
written  in  her  20th  year,  and  for  no  eye  but  her  own. 
On  the  few  points  to  which  they  relate,  they  are  a  full 
exhibition  of  her  feelings,  and  a  strong  illustration  of 
Ixer  christian  character.  To  her  particular  friends,  they 
are  a  precious  relick  of  departed  worth,  and  to  all,  they 
afford  a  «hort,  but  important  lesson  on  life,  and  religion. 
May  those  who  peruse  them,  fmd  them  useful. 

In  Sept.  1812,  the  subject  of  these  notices,  was  mar- 
ried to  the  Rev.  Joseph  W.  Clahy  of  Dover,  and  has 
since  resided  in  that  place  until  her  decease.  In  the 
new  spiiei'e  of  life  to  whi-cli  tliis  event  called  her,  she 


>^^*  *Vv,i*^,        ^^, 
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ty  of  her  Cvirly  character.  If  her  station  was  a  respoii- 
sibk  otiCj  it  'N^L's,  filled.  There  was  no  deficiency.  As 
the  wife  of  a  minister,  she  ever  felt  the  weight  of  his 
high  charge.  Slie  participated  in  all  his  trials,  and 
strengtiicned  his  hands  in  all  his  work.  She  has  left 
her  name,  and  her  memorial,  in  the  hearts  of  an  affec- 
tionate and  an  afflicted  people. 

It  was  in  her  family,  as  a  companion  and  a  mother, 
she  shone  in  the  full  glorj  of  her  character.  She  has 
left  impressions  there,  which  cannot  be  estimated,— 
which  are  deep  and  lasting — which  bid  equal  defiance  to 
the  effects  of  syn>pathy  and  of  time.  They  will  be  for- 
gotten only  in  the  grave. 

She  was  the  mother  of  live  interesting  children,  all 
under  ten  years  of  age,  to  wham,  she  had,  within  a 
few  years,  devoted  much  of  her  time,  and  for  whom, 
she  was  heard,  in  her  last  moments,  to  offer  her  di/ing- 
prayer.  Be  it  their  consolation,  that  they  have  yet  a 
Father,  who,  if  he  feel  the  full  extent  of  his  loss,  and 
-his  affliction,  appreciates  also  his  duty.  He  has  wept 
with  them  at  their  mother's  grave, — has  directed  thena 
to  the  Bible,  and  commended  them  to  God.  He  has 
shared  largely  in  the  sympathy  and  kindness  of  an  af- 
flicted people,  and  has  entered  again  upon  the  duties  of 
his  ministry.  The  entire  scene  has  hcQU  full  of  sorrows. 
O  that  it  may  be  succeeded,  by  an  abundance  of  spiritual 
blessings  or  him^  and  his  children^  and  his  people 
forever. 


